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Board Agenda 

Monday, July 27, 2026 
4:00 PM 

  
Board Members: 
Mayor 
Commissioners 

Orlando W. Paden 
Ray Sykes 
Jimmy Harris 
Eddie Earl 
Linda C. Downing 

 

Department Heads: City Clerk 
Police Chief 
Fire Chief 
Public Works 
City Attorney 

Laketha Covington 
Vince Ramirez 
Charles Lane  
David Walker 
Melvin Miller  

Call to Order 

Roll Call 

Stand for Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance 

Department Head Comments 

 City Clerk -  
  

 Police -  
  

 Fire -  
  

 Public Works -  
  

 Personnel -  
  

 Grant Writer -  
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 City Attorney -  
  

Commissioner Comments 

 Ward 1 -  
  

 Ward 2 -  
  

 Ward 3 -  
  

 Ward 4 -  
  

 Discussion: Park Commission Swimming Pool 
 
 
 
Clarksdale Public Utilities (CPU) 
Discussion about water quality 
 
 
  

Mayor's Comments 

Community Comments 

 Kenya Arnold 
Requesting a sound permit for a backyard gathering on August 8, 2026 8p.m.- 12a.m., no streets will need 
to be blocked off 

 Justin Gates- Riverside Hotel 
Requesting street closure and use of the McLaurin Park near 610 Sunflower Ave for a Back-to-School 
bash on August 1, 2026  

 Tony Barnes 
Discussion about how long his water has been tainted 

New Business 

Old Business 

City Clerk 

 Incidental Expense 
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 Permission to partially reimburse the Incidental Expense account for the month of July in the 
amount of $3,849.87 

 Miscellaneous Claims  

 Permission to pay the following miscellaneous claims: 
 
Smith & Weiland $700.00 
Catalis $1,999.62 
BDO Accounting Firm $12,120.00 
TinkerBell Bouncy Service $275.00 (Park Commission Fun Day) 
Neel-Schaffer $7,999.00 

 Homer Braylock- Blue Cross 
with Matthew Brinson & Arttie Armstrong 
 
Group Medical Insurance 
 
Blue Cross and Med Plus Renewal 2026 
How to manage insurance cost and benefits 

 Sasse Street Park Donation 
Permission to accept the donation value of $15,600.00 from the Aim for Change program via MSU 
Extension for the Sasse Street Park 
 
Items for the project are: 

• "Let's Play" painted in the street 
• Kids at Play Signs - 2 
• Bike rack - 1 
• Benches - 6 
• Picnic table/seating with umbrellas - 5 
• Planters - 3 
• Trash receptacles - 3 
• Restriping of the basketball court 
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 Board Appointments 
Housing Authority 
Ward 4 
George Fields- expires 07.30.2026 
 
Planning Commission 
Mayor 
Debra Brown- expires 08.12.2026 
 
Ward 2 
Laurie Bullock- expires 08.12.2026 
 
Ward 3 
Farrington Hill- acknowledge resignation 

 Community Service Work Program 
Permission to issue a warrant for a 2026 Chevrolet Express 3500- 15 passenger van in the amount of 
$51,420.00 on state contract via Cannon and supplies from Mid-South Farm Supply for the community 
service work program 

 Sunflower Riverwalk Invoices 
Permission to issue a warrant for the following invoices for the Sunflower Riverwalk project: 

1. Sid Coleman Construction - Boardwalk Progress payment - $20,537.62 
2. OLU Fence Co. - Boardwalk Post Install Progress payment - $5,006.50 
3. Coahoma Collective - Expense Reimbursement - Construction debris removal - $525.00 
4. Kelly Septic - Portable Toilet - $62.50 

 

 Sunflower Riverwalk Reimbursement 
Acknowledge receipt of the Sunflower Riverwalk reimbursement in the amount of $47,969.43 

 Sunflower Riverwalk Bridge Abutment Bid 
Acknowledge all bids received for the Sunflower Riverwalk Bridge Abutment have been rejected due to 
being over budget and submission deficiencies; permission to re-bid for the pedestrian bridge abutment: 
 
Walton Construction $161,977.00 
Timbo's Construction $197,390.00 
Shelter Construction $223,750.44 

 Carnegie Library Roof Repair Phase 2 Pay App 1 
Authorization to issue a warrant to the Carnegie Public Library for the Roof Repair project Phase 2 Pay 
App 1 in the amount of $61,529.12 [half of $123,058.25] 

 Billy Stein- Southern Duplicating 
Presenting a proposal for a renewed lease agreement for the City's printer fleet with Southern Duplicating 

Police Department 
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 Sworn Under Oath 
Permission for Corporal Rachel Harper to be sworn under oath for Deputy Municipal Court Clerk for 
affidavits 

Fire Department 

Public Works 

Personnel 

 Status Changes  

 Acknowledge the following status changes: 
 
Fire Department 
Antrale Newson- 4% longevity increase effective 7/28/26 
Bentavious Galmore- completion of 1 year as firefighter II effective 7/31/26 
Christopher Williams- offer employment 
 
Police Department 
Jamaria Young- hire contingent as patrol officer upon passing pre-employment screenings 
 
Clerk's Office 
Anne Marie Blakes- hire contingent as deputy clerk upon passing pre-employment screenings 

Grant Writer 

 Sunflower Sidewalk Project Reimbursement 
Acknowledge the reimbursements received from MDOT for the Sunflower Riverwalk Project grant in the 
amount of $547,235.07 

 MDAH Community Heritage Preservation Grant 
Authorization to apply for the MDAH Community Heritage Preservation Grant for the Civic Auditorium 

 Spruce Street Drainage CE&I Contract 
Approve the CE&I contract with Neel Schaffer for the DRA portion of the Spruce Street Drainage project 

City Attorney 

 Planning Commission Minutes 
Acknowledge receipt of the planning commission minutes: 

1. Hope Gray on behalf of Hope Little Angel LLC-recommends approval for conditional use 
requesting to open a daycare at 745 Lincoln Plane, currently zoned C-2, Highway Commercial 
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 Set Property Hearing 
Permission to the set hearing for following properties: 

1. 1212 Cheyenne 
2. 1304 Cheyenne 
3. 431 Oakhurst 
4. 536 Pecan 
5. 505, 517, 533 Prince Street 
6. 512, 516, 522, 530 Prince Street 
7. 508, 520, 534 Florida 

 

 Property Hearing 
The following properties have scheduled and noticed hearings for July 27, 2026: 

1. 104 11th 
2. 113 14th 
3. 139 18th 
4. 502 Grant Place 
5. 520 Coahoma Avenue 
6. 520 East Tallahatchie Street 
7. 630 Lincoln Place 
8. 825 Lincoln Place 

 

Executive Session 

 Go Into Closed Session 
Go into closed session for discussion to determine whether to go into Executive Session  

 Return to Open Meeting 
Return to open meeting to make the declaration of going into Executive Session 

 Go into Executive Session 

 Strategy sessions or negotiations with respect to prospective litigation, litigation or issuance of an 
appealable order when an open meeting would have a detrimental effect on the litigating position of 
the public body- Litigation 
 
 
Transaction of business and discussions regarding employment or job performance of a person in a 
specific position or termination of an employee holding a specific position- Personnel in the Public 
Works Dept 
 
  

 Come Out of Executive Session 

Meeting Conclusion 
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Recess 

 Thursday, August 6 at 12p.m. 
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Laketha Covington

From: Christopher Coleman <yesmyideaswork@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 23, 2026 10:23 AM
To: Laketha Covington
Subject: Sasse Park Donation

Items for the project are: 
 "Let's Play" painted in the street 

o Teal 
o The street must be free from debris and dry for the paint to properly adhere 

 Kids at Play Signs - 2 
 Bike rack -1  

o Black 
 Benches -6 

o Blue  
 Picnic table/seating with umbrellas- 5 

o Green-2 green umbrellas 
o Brown -2 black umbrellas 
o Red - 1 red umbrella 

 Planters -3 
 Trash receptacles -3 

o Black 
o Blue 
o Green  

 Restriping of the basketball court 
o Basketball court must be pressure-washed, free from debris, and dry for the paint to properly 

adhere 
Tentative value- $15,600 
 
AIM for Change of Mississippi State University Partnership with the City of Clarksdale 
Keltra Chandler, Representative 
AIM for Change will be in Clarksdale on July 30th to view the area and begin street artwork. They are requesting Sasse Street to be 
blocked on the 30th. 
 
Christopher Coleman 
I Think For You Consulting, LLC 
P.O. Box 54 
Clarksdale, MS 38614 
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Report Generated At: 07/27/2026 09:24:44

Payment Summary:
Payment Number: 303043998 Settlement Date: 07/27/2026

Disbursing Paymode-X Account: StateofMS.1130 Collecting Paymode-X Account: CLARKSDALE.CITY

Current Status: Processed Successfully Payment Amount: $47,969.43

Remit Item #: 1

PV ACCT
LN Line Description Code Acct Description Amount
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
001 007-026 Sunflower River Walk 0067030000 Grantor Payments Taxable $ 47,969.43

Additional Information

2000-2026 Bottomline Technologies (de) Inc. All rights reserved. Users of this site agree to be bound by the users Paymode-X or PayMode Agreement(s), including the Operating Rules for the Services
utilized. Bottomline Technologies, the Paymode-X logo, the PayMode logo, and the BT logo are trademarks of Bottomline Technologies, Inc. which may be registered in certain jurisdictions. All other

brand/product names are trademarks of their respective holders. page -1-
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July 16, 2026 
 
City of Clarksdale 
Mayor Orlando W. Paden 
121 Sunflower Ave 
Clarksdale, MS 38614 
 
REFERENCE: SCENARIO 2 SPRUCE STREET DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS 
 
Dear Orlando W. Paden: 

 
This is a Letter Agreement for Neel-Schaffer, Inc. to provide the City of Clarksdale with professional 
engineering services for the above Scenario 2 Spruce Street Drainage Improvements. The scope items 
related to this project include the following: 
 

1. Hydrology and Hydraulic (H&H) Design- Using the prior model used to develop the “Spruce 
Street Preliminary Engineering Report” in July 2023 for the development of construction 
plans and plan specifications.  

2. Supplemental Survey- Collecting additional surveys as needed. 
3. CE&I – Construction Engineering with part-time Inspection 

 
This proposal presents a project overview, scope of work, summary of professional fees, and schedule 
to perform the outlined services. 

Project Overview: 

The project area is situated in south Clarksdale, encompassing Spruce Street, May Street, Smith 
Street, Cherry Street, King Street, School Street, and Russwin Street, as detailed in Appendix D. This 
area is currently facing intermittent flooding issues.  

To build upon the previous work and project in construction, we would design and construct Scenario 
2. Scenario 2 involves replacing 220’ of existing 30 inch pipe along the trunkline with 54 or 60” RCP, 
starting from the downstream end. This is not expected to reduce flooding but be the first phase 
required in an overall pipe replacement plan. 

This partial replacement effort within the study area will serve as the initial phase of a comprehensive 
replacement project and provide interim improvements until additional upgrades can be made as 
funding becomes available. 

The project includes the following: 

 H&H Design 
o Project Management 
o Reviewing survey/data for setting top of curb, road centerlines and confirming 

connections 
o Construction Plans (Includes coordination with engineers)  
o Specification Development 
o QAQC 

 Supplemental Survey 
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 CE&I 
o RPR (Bi-Weekly Inspection) 
o Submittal Reviews 
o Project Meetings (Pre-construction, Progress, Final) 
o Monthly Pay Application Reviews 

 

Scope of Work 

The scope of work for this project is defined in Appendix A, Scope of Services and includes the 
following items: H&H Design, Supplement Survey, and CE&I.  

Professional Fees 

Compensation for the above-described professional services will be completed on a lump sum amount 
for the Basic Services not-to-exceed the amount listed per Neel-Schaffer’s standard rate schedule 
provide in Appendix B. The compensation is outlined below in Table 1 and Appendix B.  

 
Table 1: Summary of Professional Fees 

Task Fee 

Basic Services   

CE&I $28,990.00 

Supplemental Survey  $3,120.00 

H&H Design, Construction Plans, and Specifications $27,800.00 

Grand Total (Hourly Not-to-Exceed Fee) $59,910.00 

 

Contractual Terms and Conditions 

Work will be performed under mutually agreed upon terms and conditions.  A copy of Neel 
Schaffer’s General Terms and Conditions for Professional Services is provided in Appendix C.  

Schedule 

The project can commence within two (2) weeks after receipt of a formal notice to proceed (NTP) 
from the City. 

We appreciate the opportunity to submit this proposal for your consideration and look forward to 
working with you on this project. Please contact us with any questions. Thank you. 

If you have any questions, please contact us at (662)-890-6404. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

NEEL-SCHAFFER, INC 

PHILLIP OLIVI, P.E. 

Engineer Manager 

CC: Millicent Dixon 

 Melvin Miller 

CITY OF CLARKSDALE, MS

ACCEPTED:_____________________,
                      Orlando W. Paden, Mayor
 
DATE:___________________
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The hourly rates as shown on this rate schedule shall be subject to equitable adjustment on an annual basis due to increased costs 
and the rate of inflation. 

NEEL-SCHAFFER, INC. 
2026 RATE SCHEDULE FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

EMPLOYEE  
CLASSIFICATION POSITION HOURLY RATE 

P-8, P-9 Officer, Senior Engineer Manager or Survey Manager $300.00 
P-7 Engineer Manager/Professional IV      $260.00 
P-6 Senior Project Manager/Professional III $235.00 
P-5 Project Manager/Professional II $190.00 
P-4 Professional I $165.00 
P-1, P-2, P-3 Professional Intern $125.00 
T-6 Senior Certified Engineering Technician $170.00 
T-5 Certified Engineering Technician/Supervisory Technician  $155.00 
T-4 Technician IV/ Inspector IV/ Surveyor IV  $130.00 
T-3 Technician III/Inspector III//Survey Crew Chief  $115.00 
T-2 Technician II/Inspector II/Survey Instrument Person  $90.00 
T-1 Technician I/Inspector I/Survey Assistant  $80.00 
T-1 Student Intern $45.00 
A-4 Senior Administrative  $100.00 
A-3 Senior Clerical           $90.00 
A-2 Clerical $70.00 
A-1 Assistant Clerical  $65.00 

Three-Member Survey Party  $250.00 
Two-Member Survey Party    $185.00 
One-Member Survey Party  $140.00 

“Professional” positions include engineer, architect, geologist, scientist, landscape architect, and planner. 

“Technician” positions include engineering, soil, architecture, planning, GIS and information technology. 

REIMBURSABLE EXPENSE SCHEDULE 
EXPENSE COST 
Vehicle Mileage  $0.70/mile 
Traffic Counter/Video Monitor $10.00/day 

All other expenses, including contract reproduction/printing, travel and subsistence, parking, communications, 
equipment rental, postage and overnight mail, and supplies will be reimbursed at actual cost. 
Use State or Federal Rates for mileage, travel and subsistence where necessary and/or required. 

Page 109 of 119



Personnel Titles Assigned to Project

Engineer 
Manager

Professional III Professional II
Professional 

Intern
Technician IV Inspector IV Survey Technician Clerical

CE&I
RPR (Bi-Weekly Inspection) 96 96
Submittal Reviews 1 25 26
Project Meetings (Pre-construction, Progress, Final) 4 40 10 54
Monthly Pay Application Reviews 1 10 11

Supplemental Survey
Survey 24 24

Design
Project Management  / Client Meetings
Review survey/data for setting TOC and confirming connections 8 8
Review Proposed Model (check inverts, new inlets, ect)
Update Proposed Model as needed 
Construction Plans (Includes coordination with engineers) 16 60 76
Specification Development 16 16 16 48
QAQC 2 16 24 42

Total Hours 8 56 75 100 96 24 26 385
2024 Billing Rate $260.00 $235.00 $190.00 $125.00 $130.00 $130.00 $130.00 $70.00

Billing Rate Cost $2,080.00 $13,160.00 $14,250.00 $0.00 $13,000.00 $12,480.00 $3,120.00 $1,820.00 $59,910.00

CEI $28,990.00
Survey $3,120.00
H&H Design $27,800.00
Total $59,910.00

Spruce Street Scenario 2  - City of Clarksdale

No. of 
Sheets

Task
Man-Hour Totals

Man-Hours
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MINUTES OF THE CLARKSDALE-COAHOMA COUNTY 

JOINT PLANNING COMMISSION  

JUNE 9, 2026 MEETING 

July 14, 2026 

The CLARKSDALE-COAHOMA COUNTY JOINT PLANNING COMMISSION (the 

“Planning Commission”), met in a regular session on Tuesday, July 14, 2026 at 3:00p.m. in the 

Board of Supervisors Room at the Coahoma County Courthouse at 115 First Street 

Clarksdale, Mississippi 38614, following proper notice of meeting.  Members in attendance 

were Planning Commission Chairperson Debra Brown and Planning Commission Members 

Henry Smith, Jr., Joyce Cole, Jordan Sledge, Maurice Jones, and Lane Roberts (Public Works).  

Planning Commission members Laurie Bullock, Wyoman Thomas, Steve Burnett, and Maurice 

Campbell were absent.  Farrington Hill resigned from the Planning Commission through 

Commissioner Earl. 

Planning Commission Chairperson Debra Brown opened up the meeting declaring that there 

was a quorum present. The following matters came before the Planning Commission: 

City of Clarksdale 

1. Hope Gray on behalf of Hope Little Angel LLC is presenting an application for 

conditional use requesting to open a daycare at 745 Lincoln Plane, which is currently zoned 

C-2, Highway Commercial. The legal description is as follows:  Lots 15 and 16, Block 6 of the 

Page Land Company Addition to the City of Clarksdale, Coahoma County, Mississippi. 

After applicant’s presentation, it was determined that the applicant met the proper zoning 

requirements to open the daycare.  This applicant was approved by the Planning Commission 
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in December 2023 for the same property and use.  It was moved by Henry Smith, Jr. and 

properly seconded by Jordan Sledge to recommend to the Board of Mayor & Commissioners to 

approve the conditional use application.  The motion was unanimously passed. 

 

The Planning Commission, after reviewing the application for the conditional use under the 

provisions and requirements of the City of Clarksdale (“Zoning Ordinance”) adopted 2010 with 

amendments, and having the power to recommend to grant the conditional use or adopt strict 

application of any of the requirements of these regulations and giving due regard to the nature 

and condition of all adjacent uses and structures and the consistency herewith of their proposed 

use and development, in accordance with the provisions of Article XI, Section 1106(a) of the 

City of Clarksdale Zoning Ordinance, finds and determines as follows: 

1) That the property was posted for the length of time and in the manner required by the 

Zoning Ordinance. 

2) That there were no protests or objections either orally or in writing made to the City 

Zoning Administrator and to the Planning Commission orally. 

3) That the applicant was present and did appear before members of the Planning 

Commission on this matter. 

4) That the proposed conditional use requested would not be hazardous, harmful, noxious, 

offensive or a nuisance to the surrounding neighborhood by reasons of noise, smoke, odor, 

vibration, fire and safety hazard, transportation and traffic, and create adverse aesthetic or 

psychological effects. 

There being no other business before the Planning Commission, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

APPROVED: 

CLARKSDALE-COAHOMA COUNTY 

JOINT PLANNING COMMISSION 

DATE: July 14, 2026 
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